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A space 
with a new 

iconic place

Gavin Dickinson of project implementation company Trend 
Group and Jonathan Leibowitz of Empowered Spaces 

Architects collaborated in the venture by securing a prime corner 
site on Jan Smuts Avenue, Dunkeld,  recognising the potential of 
the area and the site.  Jonanthan and Gavin, who have been 
undertaking projects together for several years, put up a 
successful joint venture within a very tight deadline in which they 
secured, packaged and raised finance for the project within 12 
months. Gavin says that even though the project was done on 
risk, Nedbank financed the project and was satisfied with the joint 
venture overall.  

Ultimately the expertise these two colleagues and friends 

have built up over the last 15 years proved without doubt that 
they can successfully collaborate to deliver a full turnkey project 
such as this for the property market. 

With an area supporting a high traffic flow in the ‘A’ income 
group,  the site offered the opportunity to create a modern 
building that would stand out from the crowd in terms of design 
and structure, according to Jonathan.  “The building’s 
contemporary and cutting edge design invigorates the 
surrounding urban areas through a distinctive and inspirational 
architecture,” he says.  The project has clearly been a catalyst for 
the revival of the surrounding area, much of which has undergone 
a transformation since the completion of this building.   

Born out of a shared vision, the new Net#work BBDO building in Dunkeld, 
Johannesburg has been recognised by many as an iconic structure.   

Words by Glenn Bentley
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This stylish and contemporary office 
complex in the heart of Dunkeld was snapped 
up by Net#work BBDO advertising agency, 
which wanted a building that resonated with 
its brand values and image.  Net#work BBDO 
felt this building jelled with its brand. The 
company approached the development team 
about renting it as it was being constructed, 
and became increasingly excited about the 
building as it progressed, realising more and 
more that this was the perfect new home for 
the agency. 

Jonathan Leibowitz says that part of what 
made the project successful was taking a 
visionary approach rather than a conventional 
commercial one.  “This is a building we feel is 
certainly iconic in its surroundings. It has 
gained recognition and benefited the 
Net#work BBDO brand which, in commercial 
terms, is one of the most successful things 
you can do for a building. We helped to create 
a ‘persona’ for the company, which is a 
renowned and equally iconic advertising 
agency,” he says. 

Meyer Erlank, a director of Trend Group, 
was the project manager who spearheaded 
the implementation and delivery of the entire 
project.  Having a meticulous and professional 
approach to any project he undertakes, he 
gave the same attention to detail to this fast-
track project.  Meyer having spent time 

on show

The site offered the opportunity to create a modern 
building that would stand out from the crowd in 
terms of design and structure
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working for a large building services company 
before joining Gavin to form Trend Group, 
where he operates in the construction project 
management field.  Meyer says that there 
were no challenges that were out of the 
ordinary on this project. Having a strong team 
around him and good weather conditions, the 
joint venture successfully completed all 

stages of the project to the required deadlines.  
Bulk earthworks commenced in November 

2012 and handover for occupation was in 
September 2013 with the building being fully 
operational in October 2013.

This was a holistic effort says Jonathan 
Leibowitz – they didn’t just design a building. 
In addition to being aesthetically pleasing, 

the architectural design included energy 
efficient features such as the double glazing 
on the north facade, which makes for a good 
north-south aspect. 

Adding even more value to the building, 
the team transformed the blank rooftop into 
an attractive and unique outdoor space which 
offers panoramic north-west views across 
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most of Johannesburg. From Net#work 
BBDO’s point of view, employee wellness and 
motivation at the office are important, and the 
company views this space as valuable in 
enhancing people’s everyday experience of 
their workplace. “The only challenge in this 
was in preserving the two stately Jacaranda 
trees in the neighbours garden but with much 
creative thought and with concern for the 
trees, their branches were shaved back to 
enhance the overall ambience of the rooftop 
garden,” explains Jonathan.

In addition to being 
aesthetically pleasing, 
the architectural design 
included energy efficient 
features such as the 
double glazing on the 
north facade, which 
makes for a good north-
south aspect. 
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“The blank east and west facades, with  
simple slot windows cut into them, enhanced 
the  contemporary linear aesthetic and 
created a monolithic sculptured effect. As one 
moves past the building, it has a sculptural, 
monumental feel,” he continues. “It doesn’t 
look like a commercial building – you could 
mistake it for a museum or an art gallery, 

especially when you see people standing on 
the roof enjoying the fresh air and magnificent 
and inspiring views in this extremely 
unorthodox office space.  It generates a non- 
stereotypical office feel which ultimately has 
an inspiring impact on the pedestrian traffic 
below.”

Jonathan says they didn’t just develop a 

building – it was a holistic design that  
included the lighting and landscaping which 
was felt to be integral to the overall success of 
the space as an iconic building. A good 
example of this is the integrated lighting 
design. Also, instead of using plain planters, 
or trying to save on the small things, they 
chose to clad them in rock-work, creating 

The blank east and west facades, with  simple slot windows cut into them, 
enhanced the  contemporary linear aesthetic and created a monolithic 
sculptured effect. As one moves past the building, it has a sculptural, 
monumental feel
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small works of art to fill the open spaces.  
External lighting was used to its full effect to 
enhance the architecture and landscaping– 
the trees and planters are lit up, not just left to 
lurk in the shadows. To these two young 
developers, the attention to detail was of 
prime importance and could not be 
compromised due to additional costs.  Like a 
fine suit, the quality is in the stitching.  

Gavin Dickinson and Jonathan Leibowitz 
are confident that as co-developers in an 
extremely successful joint venture they will be 
busy with the numerous requests to fulfil the 
same requirements for other clients by 
offering a full turnkey service, whether it be 
for a new build or a refurbishment of existing 
office space, from blue chip listed companies 
to all others in need of such innovative 
commercial projects.

TREND GROUP – GAVIN DICKINSON 
Commercial Office Design & Project Management

Trend Group is a comprehensive project 
implementation company offering a 
streamlined approach to corporate 
commercial interior spaces and project 
development refurbishments covering all 
aspects of the turnkey process.

Trend specializes in the refurbishing of 
commercial buildings & fit-outs of interior 
spaces. Their most recent successes  in 
completed office fit-outs include a very 
lengthy list of  blue chip clients  the likes of 
Bloomberg, Deutche Bank and Prudential to 
name  a few.

EMPOWERED SPACES ARCHITECTS – 
JONATHAN LEIBOWITZ 

Empowered Spaces began to make its 
mark in the architectural world in 1996.  
Founded and established by  directors 
Jonathan Leibowitz and Terence Shacklady  it 
has grown into a sizeable company having a 
total of 31 full-time employees with six 
architects. Achievements so far include a 
handsome three SAPOA awards in 2014 – one 
for Best Industrial Building for Grundfos, a five 
star Green Star SA rated building situated on 
the R24 in Elandsfontein,  then for the Best 
Refurbishment for Noswal Hall, in 
Braamfontein, and finally for the Overall 
Ingenuity award 2014. These awards are 
highly regarded industry awards which are 
respected by Jonathan and all at Empowered 
Spaces. To Jonathan their biggest 
achievement has been growing into a 
company that services the majority of the 
commercial property sector.  

Meet the team
Architect: Empowered Spaces www.espaces.co.za 
Quantity Surveyors: IBP Central www.ibp-central.co.za
Development Manager: Trend Group www.trendgroup.co.za
Contractor: Mont Blanc Construction www.montblancconstruction.co.za


